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STATE OF NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE

Office of Budget & Management Analysis

Bureau of Fiscal Services
Building 9, Room 234

W.A. Harriman Campus

Albany, NY  12227
Patricia Mitchell, Chief Financial Officer
Eric Mostert, Assistant Director, Budget & Accounting Services

Catherine Golden, Assistant Director, Procurement 
November 24, 2010
Response to Bidder Questions and Amendment 2 
Request for Proposal (RFP) #10-14, 
Data Capture Solution for New York State Corporation Tax Program
Bidder Questions:
There were no questions received regarding Request for Proposal (RFP) #10-14, Data Capture solution for New York State Corporation Tax Program.
Amendment 2:
Attachment 11, Acknowledgement of Confidentiality of IRS Tax Return Information and Internal Revenue Code Selected Confidentiality Provisions Pertaining to Contractors, has been modified, please see corrected response form with additional language in red attached to this document.
All requirements and conditions of the RFP remain as indicated.
Attachment 11 – Acknowledgement of confidentiality of IRS Tax Return Information and Internal Revenue Code Selected Confidentiality Provisions Pertaining to Contractors

CONTRACTOR NAME: _________________________________________

CONTRACT #: ________________________________________________

I ____________________________________________________, hereby acknowledge that I have read the quoted provisions of sections 6103, 7213, 7213A and 7431 of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) which are attached to this acknowledgment and I understand that IRC section 6103 imposes strict confidentiality requirements on current and former officers and employees of the Contractor who have or have had access to Federal tax returns or return information.  I understand that sections 7213, 7213A and 7431 of the IRC impose civil and criminal penalties for unauthorized inspection or disclosure of any tax return or return information.  I further understand that:

1. 
All Federal tax returns and return information disclosed to the Contractor are confidential pursuant to IRC section 6103(a), and may not be disclosed by any current or former officer or employee of The Contractor except as authorized by the IRC;

2. 
All tax returns or return information disclosed to the Contractor may be used only for permissible purposes as outlined in IRC section 6103(n);

3. 
Willful unauthorized inspection or disclosure of tax returns or return information by a current or former officer or employee of the Contractor is prohibited under the terms of IRC sections 7213(a)(1) and 7213(A)(a)(1).  Willful unauthorized disclosure of a tax return or return information is punishable as a felony by a fine in any amount not exceeding $5,000, imprisonment of not more than five years, or both, together with the costs of prosecution.  Willful unauthorized inspection of a tax return or return information is punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or imprisonment of up to one year, together with the costs of prosecution;

4. 
Under the terms of IRC section 7431(a)(2), a taxpayer may bring a civil lawsuit to recover damages from an officer or employee of the Contractor who has disclosed, knowingly or by reason of negligence, such taxpayer's tax return or return information in violation of any provision of IRC section 6103; and

5. 
The civil and criminal penalty provisions apply even if the unauthorized disclosures were made after employment has ceased with the Contractor 

Additionally, I acknowledge and understand that violation of these requirements of confidentiality could result in disciplinary action, including termination of employment.

SIGNED: _______________________________________ 
DATE: _______________
INTERNAL REVENUE CODE

SELECTED CONFIDENTIALITY PROVISIONS

PERTAINING TO CONTRACTORS

Internal Revenue Code (IRC) Section 6103 imposes strict confidentiality requirements on contractors and their employees who have access to Federal tax returns or return information.

Section 6103, CONFIDENTIALITY AND DISCLOSURE OF RETURNS AND RETURN   INFORMATION, provides in part:

(a) 
GENERAL RULE - Returns and return information shall be confidential, and except as  authorized by this title –



(1) 
no other person (or officer or employee thereof) who has or had access to returns or return information under subsection (n), shall disclose any return or return information obtained by him in any manner in connection with his service as such an officer or an employee or otherwise or under the provisions of this section.  For purposes of this subsection, the term "officer or employee" includes a former officer or employee.


(2) 
CERTAIN OTHER PERSONS – Pursuant to regulations prescribed by the Secretary, returns and return information may be disclosed to any person, including any person described in section 7513(a), to the extent necessary in connection with the processing, storage, transmission, and reproduction of such returns and return information, the programming, maintenance, repair, testing, and procurement of equipment, and the providing of other services, for purposes of tax administration.

IRC Sections 7213, 7213A, and 7431 impose criminal and civil penalties for unauthorized disclosure or inspection of any tax return or return information.

Section 7213, UNAUTHORIZED DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION, provides in part:


(a) 
RETURNS AND RETURN INFORMATION -


(1)
FEDERAL EMPLOYEES AND OTHER PERSONS. - It shall be unlawful for any officer or employee of the United States or any person described in section 6103(n) (or an officer or employee of any such person), or any former officer or employee, willfully to disclose to any person, except as authorized in this title, any return or return information (as defined in section 6103(b)).  Any violation of this paragraph shall be a felony punishable by a fine in any amount not exceeding $5,000, or imprisonment of not more than 5 years, or both, together with the costs of prosecution…

(2) STATE AND OTHER EMPLOYEES - It shall be unlawful for any person (not described in paragraph (1)) willfully to disclose to any person, except as authorized in this title, any return or return information (as defined in section 6103 (b)) acquired by him or another person under subsection (d), (i)(3)(B)(i) or (7)(A)(ii), (l)(6), (7), (8), (9), (10), (12), (15), or (16) or (m)(2), (4), (5), (6), or (7) of section 6103. Any violation of this paragraph shall be a felony punishable by a fine in any amount not exceeding $5,000, or imprisonment of not more than 5 years, or both, together with the costs of prosecution.

Section 7213(A), UNAUTHORIZED INSPECTION OF RETURNS AND RETURN INFORMATION, provides in part:


(a) 
PROHIBITIONS -



(1) 
FEDERAL EMPLOYEES AND OTHER PERSONS - It shall be unlawful for 

(B) 
any person described in section 6103(n) or an officer or employee of any such person, willfully to inspect, except as authorized in this title, any return or return information.

 
(b)  
PENALTY -

(1) 
IN GENERAL - Any violation of subsection (a) shall be punishable upon conviction by a fine in any amount not exceeding $1,000, or imprisonment of not more than 1 year, or both, together with the costs of prosecution.

Section 7431, CIVIL DAMAGES FOR UNAUTHORIZED INSPECTION OR DISCLOSURE OF RETURNS AND RETURN INFORMATION, provides in part:


(a) 
IN GENERAL -

(2) 
INSPECTION OR DISCLOSURE BY A PERSON WHO IS NOT AN EMPLOYEE OF THE UNITED STATES - If any person who is not an officer or employee of the United States knowingly, or by reason of negligence, inspects or discloses any return or return information with respect to a taxpayer in violation of any provision of section 6103, such taxpayer may bring a civil action for damages against such person in a district court of the United States.

 (b) EXCEPTIONS - No liability shall arise under this section with respect to any inspection or disclosure -



(1) 
which results from a good faith, but erroneous, interpretation of section 6103, or



(2) 
which is requested by the taxpayer.


(c) 
DAMAGES - In any action brought under subsection (a), upon a finding of liability on the part of the defendant, the defendant shall be liable to the plaintiff in an amount equal to the sum of - 



(1) 
the greater of -

(A) $1,000 for each act of unauthorized inspection or disclosure of a return or return information with respect to which such defendant is found liable, or

 (B) 
the sum of -

(i) 
the actual damages sustained by the plaintiff as a result of such unauthorized inspection or disclosure, plus

(ii) 
in the case of a willful inspection or disclosure or an inspection or disclosure which is the result of gross negligence, punitive damages, plus



(2)
the costs of the action.

(d) 
PERIOD FOR BRINGING ACTION - Notwithstanding any other provision of law, an  action to enforce any liability created under this section may be brought, without regard to the amount in controversy, at any time within 2 years after the date of discovery by the plaintiff of the unauthorized inspection or disclosure.


(e) 
NOTIFICATION OF UNLAWFUL INSPECTION AND DISCLOSURE - If any person is criminally charged by indictment or information with inspection or disclosure of a taxpayer's return or return information in violation of -

(1) 
paragraph (1) or (2) of section 7213(a),

(2) 
section 7213(A), or 

(3) 
subparagraph (B) of section 1030(a)(2) of title 18, United States Code,

the Secretary shall notify such taxpayer as soon as practicable of such inspection or disclosure.

(f) DEFINITIONS - For purposes of this section, the terms "inspect", "inspection", "return", and "return information" have the respective meanings given such terms by section 6103(b).


